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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1. Purpose of the Statement of Common Ground 
1.1.1. A Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) is a written statement produced during the 

application process for a Development Consent Order (DCO) and is prepared jointly 
by the applicant and another party. 

1.1.2. Paragraph 007 of the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 
(MHCLG) (formerly Levelling Up, Housing and Communities) guidance entitled 
‘Planning Act 2008: Examination stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Projects’1 (hereafter referred to as MHCLG Guidance) describes a SoCG as follows: 

‘A Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) is a written statement prepared jointly by 
the applicant and another party or parties, setting out any matters on which they 
agree, or indeed disagree. A SoCG helps to ensure that the evidence at examination 
focusses on the material differences between the main parties and therefore makes 
best use of the lines of questioning pursued by the Examining Authority.’ 

1.1.3. This SoCG has been prepared in accordance with the MHCLG Guidance. The aim of 
a SoCG is to assist the Examining Authority in examining the DCO by providing an 
understanding of the status of discussions or negotiations between the applicant and 
the other party. The effective use of the SoCG aids an efficient examination process. 

1.1.4. A SoCG may be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate either prior to the start of, or 
during, an Examination and is updated as necessary or as requested during the 
Examination. 

1.1.5. This SoCG has been prepared on behalf of Cory Environmental Holdings Limited 
(‘the Applicant’). It accompanies the application for a DCO (‘the DCO Application’) in 
relation to the Cory Decarbonisation Project in Bexley, London. The DCO Application 
has been made in accordance with Section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (as 
amended) and submitted to the Secretary of State (the SoS) of the Department for 
Energy Security and Net Zero (DESNZ). 

1.1.6. The DCO, if granted, would authorise the construction, operation, maintenance and 
decommissioning of the Cory Decarbonisation Project (the Proposed Scheme). The 
Proposed Scheme is to be located at Norman Road, Belvedere in the London 
Borough of Bexley (National Grid Reference/NGR 549572,180512). 

1.1.7. The Proposed Scheme is described in Chapter 2: Site and Proposed Scheme 
Description of the Environmental Statement (Volume 1) (ES, APP-051) and 
includes: 

 
 
 

 

 
1  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/planning-act-2008-examination-stage-for-nationally-significant-infrastructure-projects 
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 the Carbon Capture Facility (including its associated supporting plant and ancillary 
infrastructure); 

 a Proposed Jetty to allow for export of the captured carbon by vessel; 
 a Mitigation and Enhancement Area; 
 Temporary construction compounds; and 
 Utilities Connections and Site Access Works. 

 
1.2. INTRODUCTION TO LONDON BOROUGH OF BEXLEY 
1.2.1. The Proposed Scheme falls within the administrative area of the London Borough of 

Bexley, which is consequently the relevant planning authority for the DCO 
Application. It is a relevant party with which to prepare a SoCG. 

1.2.2. This SoCG addresses topics of interest to London Borough of Bexley and has been 
prepared between London Borough of Bexley and the Applicant (jointly referred to as 
the Parties) in relation to the DCO Application. 

1.3. STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND STRUCTURE 
1.3.1. Following this introduction, Section 2 summarises all engagement to date of 

relevance to this SoCG and Section 3 details whether matters are Agreed, Under 
Discussion, or Not Agreed between the Parties. 

1.3.2. This SoCG is a document that is expected to evolve during the Examination, 
concluding with a version that confirms the Parties’ positions on relevant matters, 
before the close of the Examination. 
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04 to 15 April 
2025 

Email exchange  Key Topic 
Discussion of matters remaining Under Discussion. 
Key Outcome  
SoCG finalised and signed. 
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by the very special circumstances associated with the need for new nationally significant 
infrastructure. It is agreed that mitigation, compensation and BNG will be provided within a nearby part 
of Erith Marshes Metropolitan SINC and the Thamesview Golf Course borough SINC. 

 
The Outline LaBARDS, including the provision for management, maintenance and monitoring as 
developed through the Examination, is agreed. It is agreed that the commitments made in the 
Proposed Scheme will be met and a beneficial outcome achieved. 

The controls set out within the draft DCO, both articles and requirements, in relation to the Outline 
LaBARDS, are agreed. The parties continue to discuss the draft Deed of Obligations. 

The very special circumstances are agreed to outweigh the harm resulting from the Proposed 
Scheme to the SINC. The reason for this agreement is set out in LBB’s Deadline 5 Submission 
(REP5-042). 

Riparian and Marine 
Biodiversity 

The Council recognises that agreement in regard to current and future baselines has been agreed with the 
EA, MMO (in conjunction with CEFAS) and PLA and consequently does not disagree with the information 
provided. The controls set out within the draft DCO, both articles and requirements, in relation to 
marine biodiversity, are agreed. 

Historic Environment The potential for significant impact on Lesnes Abbey is considered in Table 3 of Appendix 9-1: 
Historic Environment Desk Based Assessment of the Environmental Statement (Volume 3) (APP- 
100). The Crossness Pumping Station group of assets are assessed in Appendix 9-1: Historic 
Environment Desk Based Assessment of the Environmental Statement (Volume 3) (APP-100)) which 
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infrastructure to facilitate the export of heat 

Socio-Economics It is agreed that jobs at Munster Joinery (UK) Ltd on Norman Road are limited to distribution, office 
and showroom; they are no different in skill level to those available at Iron Mountain, Lidl and ASDA. 
It is agreed that the Proposed Scheme will not lead to a downgrading in skills level. 

The Outline Skills and Employment Plan is agreed. 

As detailed in Section ID 3.10.5 of Appendix 4-2: Scoping Opinion Responses of the Environmental 
Statement (APP-076), a separate tourism economy assessment has not been included in Chapter 15: 
Socio-economics of the Environmental Statement (Volume 1) (APP-064) as those businesses 
affected are not tourism related businesses due to the industrial location of the Proposed Scheme. It 
is agreed that the impact on tourist sectors is likely to be negligible and a separate assessment is not 
required. 

The controls set out within the draft DCO, both articles and requirements, in relation to skills and 
employment, are agreed, including the Applicant’s proposed amendment to requirement 15. 

Ground Conditions and 
Soil 

The controls set out within the draft DCO, both articles and requirements, in relation to ground 
conditions and soil, are agreed. 

Landside Transport The Framework CTMP is agreed. 

The controls set out within the draft DCO, both articles and requirements, in relation to the control of 
construction traffic, are agreed. 

No cycling improvements required as part of the Proposed Scheme. 
The controls set out within the draft DCO, both articles and requirements, in relation to footpaths, are 
agreed as set out in the draft DCO. 

Land Use and Alternatives It is agreed that there is no prescribed method for site assessment. 
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3.3. MATTERS UNDER DISCUSSION 
3.3.1. The only matters remaining Under Discussion between the London Borough of Bexley (LBB) and the Applicant (Cory) 

are the Deeds of Obligation.  

3.3.2. In principle, the use of the DCO to abrogate clause 4 of the 1994 s.106 agreement between LBB and Thames Water and 
to develop a new regime pursuant to the LaBARDS is agreed.  The parties will continue to discuss the wording of the 
new s.106 being developed alongside the LaBARDS and this will be pursued outside of this SoCG.    
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3.4. MATTERS NOT AGREED 
3.4.1. There are no matters Not Agreed between the London Borough of Bexley (LBB) and the Applicant (Cory). LBB supports the 

Proposed Scheme.  
 








